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Basecamp Eco-resort Mafia Island, Tanzania 

TEXT 
This document contains the texts we provide to our handpicked resellers and/or 
potential partners. 

PHOTOS 
Upon request, we will send the photos via WeTransfer, and we have included 
them in this document for reference. 

VIDEOS 
Two videos have been published on YouTube, and we encourage you to use 
them on your website/socials: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sm2c_s4BAJQ (resort) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GqCP2d2lW7k (mood film Mafia Island) 
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Partner onboarding is outsourced to a specialist company, Ensley Van den 
Berg, in Amsterdam, The Netherlands.  

They will act as your helping hand with publishing our eco-resort on your 
channels. Onboarding is free-of-charge. 

Contact details 

Kisa van den Berg 
kisa@ensleyvandenberg.com 
CREATIVE BUSINESS GUIDE

mailto:kisa@ensleyvandenberg.com
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HOW TO REACH BASECAMP ECO-RESORT MAFIA ISLAND 
Mafia/Basecamp is ideally suited as an “add-on” to a beautiful Tanzanian 
safari or a tranquil seaside holiday. The easiest way to reach Mafia Island is by a 
short 30-minute direct flight from Dar es Salaam (DAR) to Mafia Airport 
(MFA). Two airlines operate the route: Auric Air and Coastal Aviation, with 
approximately five flights per day combined, depending on the season and 
travel date. We recommend booking these well in advance, given the (limited) 
availability. 

For a smooth arrival and departure, we offer return airport transfers at USD 25 
per car, per way, accommodating up to 5 guests. 

Our property is uniquely situated within the Marine Park & Reserve. A mandatory 
Park Fee of USD 23.60 per person per night is payable directly at the entrance 
gate (Visa or Mastercard accepted). This contribution plays a vital role in 
preserving our extraordinary marine environment and in protecting one of the 
world’s most beautiful marine ecosystems.  

A 1% Tourism Development Levy is applied to the total net accommodation cost. 

DETAILS 
For accommodation details (such as our renovated rooms), please contact our 
Duty Manager, Abdallah, who is also available for RFPs, commissionable rates, 
seasonal variations, transfers and information on excursions. 

Contact details: abdallah@basecamp-mafia-island.com,  
T:  +255 769 377 877 M: +255 655 378 886 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

About Mafia Island 

Tanzania’s best-kept secret 
With its pristine white sandy beaches and crystal-clear waters, Mafia Island is a 
hidden gem in Tanzania. The island and the surrounding seas form a protected 
marine park, where visitors can snorkel or dive alongside majestic whale sharks. 
Quieter than Zanzibar, Mafia Island has become a favourite destination for 
travellers seeking tranquillity and authenticity. After an adventurous safari in 
Tanzania, this serene island offers the perfect place to relax and recharge.  

Dive into the underwater paradise of Mafia Island 
Discover the enchanting underwater world of Mafia Island. The shallow dives of 
less than 30 metres make this a paradise for sport divers. The colourful coral 
reefs and rocky walls host an impressive biodiversity, with more than 48 coral 
species and 400 fish species. This rich underwater environment is protected 
within the Mafia Island Marine Park, Tanzania's first marine park. Each dive is 
unique, depending on the tides. Traditional dhow boats provide a soothing and 
magical return over the turquoise waters. 

Snorkelling with the gentle giants of the ocean 
Experience one of the most unforgettable adventures that Mafia Island has 
to offer: swimming with whale sharks. These gentle giants, the largest fish 
in the world, glide majestically through the crystal-clear waters, and you 
can swim alongside them in their natural habitat. From the boat, it’s already 
a spectacular sight, but in the water next to these impressive creatures, 
you truly feel the magic of the ocean. A true bucket list experience! 
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The wonder of emerging turtles 
Sea turtles have been nesting on Tanzania's beaches for over 150 million years. 
Between June and September, hundreds of tiny hatchlings instinctively make 
their journey from the white sand to the warm waters of the Indian Ocean. On 
Mafia Island, we are fortunate to witness this natural spectacle from the eastern 
beach of Juani, an island teeming with nature. From the smallest butterflies to 
the impressive baobab trees. An unforgettable experience. 

Deep-sea fish with local fishermen 
Feel the thrill of the ocean during an unforgettable deep-sea fishing experience 
around Mafia Island. The azure waters are teeming with marine life and provide 
the perfect backdrop for a day full of adventure. Guided by experienced local 
fishermen, you will have a go at catching impressive fish species from the Indian 
Ocean. An experience full of action, relaxation, and pure nature. 
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SPECIFIC INFORMATION 

Basecamp Eco-resort, Mafia Island 
Utende, Mafia Island, Tanzania 

Highlights 
Nestled on the bay of one of the world's ten most beautiful diving and 
snorkelling destinations, the resort is a tropical paradise, just a ten-minute boat 
ride from the colourful reef. There, the underwater Big Five await you: majestic 
whale sharks, graceful sea turtles, playful dolphins, impressive humpback 
whales, and elegant reef sharks. Basecamp Mafia Island has its own dive club 
and is registered with PADI under number 30658. 

Recently, the resort underwent a complete transformation: twenty small rooms 
were replaced with ten spacious rooms. A beautiful new freshwater swimming 
pool, an intimate spa, and a lively beach bar have been built, perfectly 
embodying the Basecamp atmosphere. 

Dutch management and a welcoming local staff. 

More 
Welcome to Basecamp Eco-resort, a unique place where luxury and nature 
meet in perfect harmony. Set on the pristine coast of Mafia Island, part of the 
enchanting Zanzibar archipelago, the resort offers an authentic island 
experience, far from the crowds. The accommodations are designed with 
respect for the environment and built from local, sustainable materials.  
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Enjoy modern comforts while surrounded by tropical gardens, crystal-clear 
seawater, and the tranquillity of nature. 
At Basecamp Eco-resort, everything revolves around sustainability and 
experience. They aim to keep their ecological footprint as small as possible. In 
this way, your stay directly contributes to the preservation of this beautiful island 
and its inhabitants. 

Whether you come to snorkel with whale sharks, dive in the Mafia Island Marine 
Park, or simply relax on the beach with a tropical cocktail, Basecamp Eco-resort 
offers the perfect balance of adventure, comfort, and conscious travel.  
The resort offers a restaurant, a freshwater swimming pool, a spa, and a beach 
bar. 

All excursions can be booked via Basecamp, either in advance or on the spot. To 
ensure quality, a resort representative accompanies your clients at all times.  

Location 

The Basecamp Eco-resort is on Mafia Island, on Tanzania's southern coast. It sits 
directly on the beach, surrounded by a tropical garden and palm trees, in the 
tranquil Chole Bay. 

Food and drink in the resort 
At Basecamp Eco-resort, you can enjoy a culinary experience that combines 
comfort, authenticity, and sustainability. The open-plan restaurant overlooks the 
azure Indian Ocean and serves fresh dishes daily, prepared with local, seasonal 
ingredients. The cuisine is a delightful mix of Tanzanian and international 
influences, with an emphasis on fresh fish and seafood sourced directly from the 
waters around Mafia Island. Think grilled octopus, lobster, or freshly caught tuna, 
complemented by tropical fruits and vegetables from the surrounding area. 
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In the new beach bar, you can enjoy refreshing cocktails, fresh fruit juices, and a 
selection of wines and local beers, the perfect place to relax as the sun sets over 
Chole Bay. Breakfast is served buffet-style and offers a wide range of local and 
Western options, from tropical fruit to freshly baked bread. 

Enhance your guests' stay with our delightful culinary options: 
Breakfast: USD 10,- per person per day 
Lunch: USD 15,- per person per day 
Dinner: USD 25,- per person per day 

Facilities 

At Basecamp Eco-resort, you can enjoy renovated, stylish rooms with ocean or 
garden views, delicious food with fresh seafood, and tropical cocktails on the 
beach. Enjoy a snack and a drink at the cool beach bar right on the beach. Relax 
by the newly constructed swimming pool or in the spa (where you can book 
wonderful massages). There is a gift shop, free Wi-Fi available, and you can play 
a game of pool in the lobby with the local Maasai. 

Activities around the resort 
Mafia Island is a paradise for nature lovers and adventurers. Dive or snorkel in the 
Mafia Island Marine Park to discover colourful coral reefs, sea turtles, and even 
the majestic whale shark. Kayaking, sailing, or joining local fishermen offers a 
unique glimpse of the island’s stunning coast and tranquil bays. On land, you can 
walk through tropical forests, along mangroves and deserted beaches, or 
birdwatch in their natural habitat. Visit traditional villages such as Utende or 
Kilindoni to learn about Swahili culture and local fishing communities. Cycling or 
renting a scooter is an ideal way to explore the island at your own pace. 
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INSPIRATION 
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